NEWS RELEASE  

Enchanted woodland takes shape in Arden Hall Park

___________________________________________________________________

Over 500 people turned up to the Enchanted Woodland event at Arden Hall on Thursday 7th July.

This magical event transformed Arden Hall Park into an enchanted woodland for the evening – it was the culmination of three weeks of artistic activity focused around Arden Hall with four local schools involved and local people participating. 
During the weeks leading up to the event, local schoolchildren from four schools and community groups worked with artists to create new stories about the woodlands, the hills and their inhabitants, working from local folk tales and stories of the people, animals and plants of Lancashire. 

They designed and created a new world of animals, plants and people, represented as anything from 20cm-tall twig-puppets to human-sized legendary white deer, and including magical moths and clouds of bats and swallows. The new stories and ‘characters’ then combined in a free public performance, including music, dance and drama, which was staged in the Park at 6pm on 7 July.

There were also two public workshops leading up to the event which members of the local community attended. There they made their own colourful flags of woodland life or create an animal for the spectacular ‘enchantment banners’.

Councillor Graham Jones, a member of Arden Hall committee said, “this was a tremendous event that brought the whole community together to celebrate Arden Hall.  The work that Mid Pennine Arts does in Hyndburn brings immeasurable value to the area and opens up so many additional opportunities for external funding.”

“The Council should be supporting the arts in Hyndburn as much as possible”, he added.
David Smith, from Mid pennine Arts said, “we were thrilled by the number of people who turned up and it shows there is a great need for activities like this in Hyndburn.  We were extremely pleased to be able to co-ordinate this event for the community around Arden Hall”.
The event is one of many taking place this summer as part of the Land programme, which encourages people of all ages to take part in creative activity led by professional artists and, in so doing, make a positive difference to their surroundings.

For further information, contact Gayle Knight at Mid Pennine Arts on 01282 421986, or visit www.land.uk.net
___________________________________________________________________

Notes to editors
1. The attached photos show two of the ‘dragons’ as the processed around the park.

2. ‘Enchanted Woodland’ is a Land project in partnership with The Friends of Arden Hall and Hyndburn Borough Council. Lead artist Gordon MacLellan of Creeping Toad will be working with local community artists Gillian Kelly and Sue Gibson.

3. The Land programme of education and creative arts is part of the East Lancashire Regional Park initiative led by the East Lancashire Partnership. Land is linked to Panopticons, a project to create six new landmarks for East Lancashire.

4. Land and Panopticons are projects of the East Lancashire Environmental Arts Network (ELEAN) managed by Mid Pennine Arts and supported by the Northwest Regional Development Agency, the Lancashire Economic Partnership Regional Park programme, Arts Council England North West, Lancashire County Council, REMADE, Elevate East Lancashire, the local authorities of Blackburn with Darwen, Burnley, Hyndburn, Pendle, Ribble Valley and Rossendale, Pendle Leisure Trust and Rossendale Leisure Trust. 

