NEWS RELEASE  

Walk the Wayside Arts Trail
___________________________________________________________________

Over 60 people turned up on Friday to launch the Burnley Wayside Arts Trail at Towneley Hall.
The Burnley Wayside Arts Trail is a collaboration between Forest of Burnley and Mid Pennine Arts’ Land project to develop the section of the Burnley Way from Towneley Park up to the Panopticon site at Crown Point, creating a new family walk.

In place there are; 12 signposts carved from local wood by sculptor Martyn Bednarczuk that were installed with the help of students from Myerscough College; 24 additional waymarkers positioned at the base of each signpost and half way between each, carved from brick by Blackburn artist Julie Miles, who worked with two local schools (Christ the King RC Primary School and St Johns Junior School); a ceramic map of the walk which was placed at the start of the walk and a large brick kiln.

“This has been a fantastic project to work on”, said Julie.  “The children have been very enthusiastic and have really taken ownership – to the extent of insisting that everybody had a design featured on the map and how they should be positioned!”

The launch consisted of a short walk around a section of the trail (the complete trail is over 17km but can be done in sections).
The work could not have been done without some invaluable support from Ibstock Brick’s.  Ibstock Brick's Design Advisor helped with the initial design of the brick kiln and then provided green unfired radial stretchers in the Ravenhead red clay for Julie Miles to carve.  Once the design was finished the bricks returned to the Ravenhead factory for firing and the results were awaited with bated breath.  Fortunately, no breakages occurred during the firing process and they were delivered back to site.
Ultimately further work on the trail will be started when the Panopticon is in progress.

The event is one of many taking place as part of the Land programme, which encourages people of all ages to take part in creative activity led by professional artists and, in so doing, make a positive difference to their surroundings.
A leaflet is available from Mid Pennine Gallery, Towneley Hall and various other places around the Burnley area.
For further information, contact Gayle Knight at Mid Pennine Arts on 01282 421986, or visit www.land.uk.net
___________________________________________________________________

Notes to editors
1. The attached photos show
a. Press Photo_ceramic map - pupils from Christ the King RC Primary School with Julie Miles looking at the Brick Map from left to right – Hannah Greenwood, Harrison Price, Keira Roberts Simpson, artist Julie Miles and Sarah Thorne.
b. Press Photo_marker - pupils from St Johns Junior School looking at a waymarker post left to right – Daniel Kaine, Jack Houlker and James McGough
c. Press Photo_kiln – pupils and people who have been involved in the creation of the kiln from left to right Kimberley Dixon, artist Julie Miles, Abigail Pounder, Dominic Egan, Jack Houlker, Ellena Wilkinson, Anne Grose (Ibstock marketing manager), Martyn Wells and Simon Jones from Lancashire Brick and Tile.
2. The Land programme of education and creative arts is part of the East Lancashire Regional Park initiative led by the Lancashire Economic Partnership. Land is linked to Panopticons, a project to create six new landmarks for East Lancashire.

3. Land and Panopticons are projects of the East Lancashire Environmental Arts Network (ELEAN) managed by Mid Pennine Arts and supported by the Northwest Regional Development Agency, the Lancashire Economic Partnership Regional Park programme, Arts Council England North West, Lancashire County Council, REMADE, Elevate East Lancashire, the local authorities of Blackburn with Darwen, Burnley, Hyndburn, Pendle, Ribble Valley and Rossendale, Pendle Leisure Trust and Rossendale Leisure Trust. 

