
NEWS RELEASE  

Talking Shop: the impact of regeneration on local business

________________________________________________________________________
Exhibition runs from 27th May 06 – 1st July 06 

Mid Pennine Gallery, Yorke St, Burnley BB11 1HD  Free Admission
In summer 2005, a group of local shopkeepers in Pendle took part in ‘Shopkeepers’, a pilot project to document the effects of regeneration on their businesses. Photographs were taken along with filmed interviews with the shopkeepers which formed a soundtrack to an exhibition held at the Mid Pennine Gallery, last year. 

This pilot scheme was so successful and so warmly received that the project has been expanded into other districts with the title ‘Talking Shop’. The first district to come into the spotlight in 2006 is Burnley.  
Renowned Burnley based photographer, Andy Ford, has been out and about in Rosegrove, Coalclough, Stoneyholme & Daneshouse and Burnleywood districts of Burnley with his camera recording the day to day life of shopkeepers and illustrating the positive impact of regeneration on small, local businesses.
From 27 May – 1 July, an exhibition of these photographs will be on display at the Mid Pennine Gallery on Yorke St, Burnley.  A touring exhibition, a publication and a film are also planned, plus an imaginative new series of school and community workshops in all of  the districts involved.

‘Talking Shop’ is sponsored by Land partner Elevate, the organisation responsible for revitalising East Lancashire's housing market. Kathleen Houghton, Elevate’s Communications Director, said, “We are sponsoring ‘Talking Shop’ because we recognise that housing market renewal depends on more than just housing. Vibrant, sustainable, urban neighbourhoods also depend on local shops and businesses, and we are interested in exploring this further with local business people, shop owners and workers.”

For more information contact Claire Joyce, Visual Arts Officer at Mid Pennine Arts, on 01282 421986, or email claire@midpenninearts.org.uk 

There will be Saturday morning Arts Club sessions throughout the exhibition.  Saturday Arts Club runs from 10.30am to 12.30pm.  It is £2 to attend, children under 10 must be accompanied by an adult.  Subjects will be architectural based and will involve creative use of line and perspective.
Notes to Editors

Mid Pennine Arts is funded by Arts Council England North West, Lancashire County Council, the Borough Councils of Burnley, Pendle, Rossendale and Hyndburn, and Todmorden Town Council. 

Mid Pennine Gallery has disabled access.
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